CHAPTER IX

with false legends, and let us see the value of his
personal achievements, grasp his objectives and
the direction of his thoughts. In the same way his
tenderness towards his daughters and the Dauphin
entirely effaces the picture of a selfish, unfeeling
and indifferent prince.

Without arrogance or affectation he kept royal
dignity very high, he retained a certain sentiment
of his role, and relinquished none of its privileges;
he drew a precious consolation from religion,
redeeming his manifold sins by sincere Faith which,
in his eyes, remained the essential basis of the
Christian life.

Damiens* attack will show once more the extent
of his popularity; throughout the kingdom an
outburst of loyalty affirmed the nation's attach-
ment to its king.

z78